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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

Kindergarten—Mary Alice Crawford  

First—Gabriela Champion  

Second—Sarah Zrelak  

Third—Maggie Winston  

Fourth—Courtney Inwood  

Fifth—Elijah Keys  

Sixth—Niyah McMiller  

CRAFTON CORNER 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

Spring is almost here.  As I have had time to sit in the house during these 

cold and snowy days, I am able to reflect on how lucky we are to have such 

involved parents.  You have Parent Power.  There are many ways you can 

support your child’s learning and school.  Try these different tips: 

 Spend a few minutes every evening looking over handouts your child 

brings home.  Fill out forms to return the next day. 

 Make sure teachers know you appreciate their efforts.  From time to 

time, send a thank-you note or an email. 

 Contact your child’s teacher immediately if you see a problem.  Working 

together will help your child succeed. 

 Students appreciate the team approach. 



Fail much today?  Hopefully, you failed at something today!  Science has proven the brain physically 

grows during times of struggle and in moments of failure.  This growth occurs when a person com-

pares an original strategy to the correct strategy.   

The flipped classroom is a pedagogical model in which the typical lecture and homework elements 

of a course are reversed. Resources are given to the students at home before the class session, while in

-class time is devoted to exercises, projects, or discussions.  Our third grade Math students participat-

ed in a unit dedicated to “flipping” the classroom. “Flipping” the classroom promotes an atmosphere 

where students struggle, and possibly fail, at learning new concepts on their own.  Students prepared 

for an assessment, “big game” by analyzing information presented in the workbook, internet videos, 

or any other resources that were available.  Students were given a two-sided assessment, and if they 

won the “game” on the first side by earning an “A”, they became the teachers for their teammates.  

Showing examples and offering tips to succeed in their next game (other side of assessment), was the 

new role of the winning players.   

 “Think. Attack. Change your plan (if need be).”  This phrase is repeated daily to remind us that learn-

ing is a process.  This process should be ongoing, time consuming, exciting, frustrating, enlightening, 

exhausting, rewarding, and constant!  Students have an uncanny ability to teach themselves new 

games.  They may even create their own game!  This same thought process can go into analyzing new 

data and forming conclusions on how systems and concepts work.   

As a result, the average score for the entire third grade on a final topic assessment was 82%!  The av-
erage on traditional method assessments was 79%.  Although this gain may seem minimal, what could 

not be represented in the data, is the high level of excitement in the students and their growth in be-
coming responsible, life-long learners!  A promising initiative with quick results should persuade stu-

dents, parents, and teachers to embrace the “Flipped Classroom” model! 

- Mr. Dan Kuhn 

RECESS AND LUNCH 

FLIPPING OUT WITH THE       

THIRD GRADE STUDENTS 
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Families can help continue this  awesome effort at home.  Please 

remind your children of our high expectations in the cafeteria.  

With our small space,  even a couple of grade levels can sound 

loud.  Here is some common language that you can use at home. 

Raise your hand before getting out of your seat. 

Talk at voice level 1, a  whisper to your neighbor. 

Use good manners—saying please and thank you can go a long 

way. 

Remember to eat your own  food and do not share.  With aller-

gies, this could be unsafe. 

Remember to wash your hands after recess or use the hand sani-

tizer that is supplied in the lunch room. 



READ ACROSS AMERICA 

Exciting news from the PTA: 
 
 March 3 - Sarris Candy order forms due back (forms and payment please!) 

 April 7 - Pick up in the Crafton Elementary Cafeteria from 3-5:30pm  (Sell $50 and receive one Carne-
gie Science Center ticket)  Order online at www.sarrisfundraising.com with group id#10-1586 

 March 13th PTA meeting in the school library at 7 p.m. Child care available. 

 Talent show on April 7th in the High School Auditorium. 

 

 

Read Across America Week is the week of February 27th.    We have many exciting 

things planned for our students.  We begin the week with spirit days and encouraging 

everyone to bring reading to life.  There are also many guests planned for our stu-

dents.   

Kindergarten and First Grade—They will be visited by storyteller Kim Adley, 

the Queen of Hearts.  She is always a favorite and gets the students excited to read. 

First Grade—These students will also have a visit by the District Leader for the 

Humane Society, Lynn Ready,  The visit will include a wildlife presentation and 

story. 

Fifth and Sixth Grade—Dr. Peiffer will read Across the Ally by Richard Michel-

son. 

Second—Sixth Grade—All will attend a presentation by Howard Shapiro.  He is a 

local author that has written four children’s books.   

 

Spirt Days: 

Monday, February 27th—Be a Character Day 

Tuesday, February 28th—Wear Your Words Day (Wear a t-shirt with a message!) 

Wednesday, March 1st—Wacky Wednesday (Mismatched and inside-out day) 

Thursday, March 2nd—Grab Your Hat and Read with the Cat Day (Students and 

staff should wear their favorite hat and/or Dr. Seuss gear) 

Friday, March 3rd –Fox in Socks/Crazy Socks Day 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sarrisfundraising.com%2F&h=ATMsnwHq_sPe_YhchaFK7F_L3nh46pXw26YfBs1yzSFX3url2u6wQPewKczL_lTPiwvX7EppId5YY7cmxERD9O3NFZbv27NrR35mkIBT0iHWV--WAa7l8bM0cWRCkl4BLLB_2OB7R7tizQ&enc=AZObdZgJvXq-GT4RaijoKV9POzRTuZ6mIj9Sn


REMINDER 

When communicating with your child’s teacher via email, please be 
sure to copy the school secretary on correspondence that involves 
any of the following: 
 Attendance 
 Tardiness 
 Absence excuses 
 Dismissal changes** 
 
**This is very important, especially in the case of a dismissal 
change.  If your child’s teacher is absent, the substitute does not 
have access to the teacher’s email.  Therefore, should there be a dis-
missal change, important information may go unnoticed, which un-
doubtedly poses a safety issue.  It is not necessary to copy the office 
on anything else you may be emailing the teacher about.   
 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 
 
Mary Rose Louis (maryrose.louis@carlynton.k12.pa.us) 
 
 

Congratulations to Crafton Elementary’s Battery Car 
Race Winners:  Sean Hart, Chikamso Orji, and Wilson 
Choate.  The students competed against 51 other cars, 
from 14 local school districts at Duquesne University on 
February 17.  The students started construction on their 
car in early January. The team’s car, The Pi Car, sped 
down the track with a time of 5.74 seconds. At the end of 
the race, awards were announced. Simon Schriver and 
Colin Dugan won 2nd place in the Design Document cate-
gory. Wilson, Chikamso, and Sean won 3rd place in the 
Design Document category and 1st place overall! The 
beautiful 1st place trophy is on display at Crafton Ele-
mentary for all to see!  

GATE NEWS 



COUNTDOWN TO THE PSSA  

With a few weeks before the PSSA, our teachers are looking for creative and effective ways to maximize the remaining 

instructional time to provide our students with the necessary tools that are needed to become Proficient or Advanced in 

English Language Arts, Math, and Science.  It is imperative that all students are in school during these assessments and 

report on time, as modifications to daily schedules will occur in order to create a conducive testing environment for all 

students.  The testing calendar is listed below: 

Assessment Dates Grades 

English Language Arts April 3-6, 2017 3-6 

Mathematics April 24-26, 2017 3-6 

Science May 1-2, 2017 4 

Parent Tips to Help Prepare Your Student for Standardized Testing 

What your student is learning on a daily basis builds the foundation for being able to demonstrate high achievement on 

tests.  During the weeks leading up to the test, begin to talk with your student about the importance of giving their best 

effort during testing.  The following thoughts will help you in preparing your child for being ready to give the test his or 

her all. 

The Night Before: 

 Help  you child get to bed on time.  Research shows that being well-rested helps students do better. 

 Help children resolve immediate arguments before going to bed.  

 Keep your routine as normal as possible.  Upsetting natural routines may make children feel insecure. 

 Mention the test to show you’re interested, but don’t dwell on it. 

 Plan ahead to avoid conflicts on the morning of the test. 

The Morning of the Test: 

 Get up early to avoid rushing.  Be sure to have your child at school on time. 

 Have your child eat a good breakfast but not a heavy one.  Research shows that students do better if they have break-

fast before they take tests. 

 Have your child dress in something comfortable. 

 Be positive about the test.  Acknowledge that tests can be hard, and  that they are designed so that no one will know 

all of the answers.  Explain that doing your best is what counts.  It is  important to make your child comfortable and 

confident about the test. 

After the Test: 

 Talk to your child about his or her feelings about the test, making sure you acknowledge the effort such a task re-

quires. 

 Discuss what was easy and what was difficult; discuss what your child learned from the test. 

 


